
Dairy Business Innovation Initiative 
National Impact

The Dairy Business Innovation Initiative (DBII) was established in the 2018 Farm Bill to
support dairy businesses in the development, production, marketing, and
distribution of dairy products. With four centers serving 40 states plus Puerto Rico, the
DBII offers regionally-specific funding that helps dairy businesses thrive. The DBII is
funded through the USDA-AMS.

$79 million competitively awarded
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DBII Combined Statistics

Across the four DBII centers, dairy businesses and service
providers have applied for a total of $250,539,929 in
competitive funding.

$79,259,348 has been awarded, representing a 31.6%
award rate.

With a total of $247,445,133 in leveraged funds, these
awards spur meaningful investment by dairy businesses.

704Targeted investments to support the Dairy Sector:
Technical Assistance: $40,272,313 invested in mentors, staff, subject matter experts and pilot plants.
Applied Research: $11,748,012 invested in market research studies, extension publications, and post-
doctoral research.
Workforce Development: $3,358,161 invested in internships, professional development, and
scholarships for conferences, workshops and short courses.
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460
Dairy businesses

reporting an increase
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470
Dairy businesses
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result of funding.
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Dairy Business Innovation Alliance
(DBIA)

The DBIA is a partnership between the Wisconsin
Cheese Makers Association and the Center for Dairy
Research, and supports dairy farmers and processors
across the Midwest. Originally serving five states, DBIA
expanded in 2022 and now includes 11 states, covering
over 50% of U.S. dairy farms and 35% of national milk
production. DBIA has awarded nearly $20 million in
grants to more than 250 dairy businesses, with nearly
50% of the awards going to farmsteads. 

Northeast Dairy Business Innovation
Center (NE-DBIC)

The NE-DBIC supports dairy businesses in 11 states
through access to grants, technical assistance, and
education. They also fund research on complex issues
that impact producers and processors, including
regional distribution challenges, workforce
development needs, emergent food safety concerns,
and consumer preferences for regionally produced
products. This research guides the development of
subaward programs that support innovation and
business viability. NE-DBIC has awarded over $42
million across 483 unique projects. By prioritizing
grants to dairy farms and processors, over 75% of
funding has gone directly to dairy businesses. 

Pacific Coast Coalition Dairy Business
Innovation Initiative (PCC-DBII)

PCC-DBII serves a milkshed that encompasses 6
western states which produce 29% of all milk and 45%
of dairy exports along with generating a $43 billion
direct economic impact. Strengthened by a multi-state
coalition of 8 university/industry partners, the PCC-
DBII empowers dairy processors to achieve economic
diversification, inspire product innovation, and
contribute to a sustainable workforce. Despite
receiving a lower funding allocation compared to the
other DBII centers, PCC-DBII partners quickly came
together to support the western states’ dairy sector. As
a result, dairy businesses report a 1:3 leveraging of tax
dollars invested, a 60% increase in number of market
access points, and nearly 100% report higher sales and
revenue. 

Southeast Dairy Business Innovation
Initiative (SDBII)

SDBII’s mission is to spur growth for dairy businesses
in the Southeast by helping them to modernize and
diversity their production. SDBII serves 12 states plus
Puerto Rico and has awarded over $20 million projects
since its start in 2020, providing funding for 214 unique
projects. While the program initially offered solely the
Specialty Processing Equipment Grant and Dairy
Business Planning Grant, originally targeting dairy
processors in the area, the program has since
expanded to offer the Farm Infrastructure
Improvement Grant and Precision Technology and
Management Grant as opportunities to improve on-
farm production. 

The Dairy Business Innovation Initiative  is
funded by the USDA-AMS.
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